Remembering the Winnipeg Warriors and the heyday of the Western Hockey League

By T. Kent Morgan and Dutch Holland


Old-time hockey fans in Manitoba fondly remember the Winnipeg Warriors and Brandon Regals teams which played in the professional Western Hockey League. Playing in the new Winnipeg Arena, the Warriors won the league championship in their first season – 1955-56. Stocked with players sent west by the Toronto Maple Leafs and the Montreal Canadiens, the team went on to capture the East-West minor pro title and the Edinburgh Cup with a win over the Quebec Hockey League champion Montreal Royals.


Coached by Winnipeg native and former New York Ranger Alf Pike, the team was filled with home grown talent. Captain Fred Shero, Bill Juzda, Danny Summers, Mickey Keating and Bill Burega made up the defence corps. The forwards included Bill Mosienko, Eddie Mazur, Gary Aldcorn, Cec Hoekstra and Flin Flon-born Eric Nesterenko. Former Winnipeg Monarch Don Collins backed up Ed Chadwick in goal. The Warriors didn’t win another title, but lasted in the league until 1960-61.


The Regals joined the WHL partway through the 1955-56 season, when the Regina team moved to the Wheat City, only to finish last in the Prairie Division. The following year Brandon won the division and went on to take the WHL championship over New Westminster. Winnipegers Bob Chrystal and Ray Manson were first-team all-stars. Former New York Ranger Don (Bones) Raleigh was one of the team’s top scorers. His scoring exploits were no surprise to the locals. In the 1945-46 season, with Brandon Elks of the MJHL, he scored 24 goals and added 24 helpers in just 10 games. The final WHL game in the Wheat City, played on April 25, 1957 was the last time Brandon fans would cheer for a hometown professional hockey team.


Edmonton author Jon C. Stott has brought those days to life with his new book, Ice Warriors: The Pacific Coast/Western Hockey League 1948-1974 (Heritage House). Along with documenting each season, Stott provides profiles on several of the league’s greatest stars, such as Sid Finney, Art Jones, Sandy Hucul, Phil Maloney and Bill MacFarland, who later became WHL president. Jackie McLeod, who coached the Winnipeg-based Canadian national team after starring for Saskatoon and Vancouver, and iron man Andy Hebenton from Winnipeg are also profiled. Stott gives the most ink to Guyle Fielder, the top point-getter in minor hockey history and the player many experts consider the greatest to never play regularly in the NHL. Fielder played 22 seasons in the minors, but just nine regular season and six playoff games in the NHL.

Fielder was nicknamed Tom Fool after a famous race horse of the 1950s. Seattle teammate Vic Lofvendahl tagged him with the moniker because he could never catch him in practice.


Just seeing the nicknames of the day brings back memories: Slippery (Finney), Shakey (McLeod), Mad Dog (Conn Madigan), Comet (Len Haley), The Happy Wanderer (goalie Marcel Pelletier), Cat (Emile Francis). Eddie Dorohoy, who coached the Winnipeg Jets of the Western Canada Junior League in the late 1960s, got his nickname of Pistol after twirling loaded pistols around his fingers in the home of a wealthy Texan.


In choosing his 22-player WHL Dream Team, Stott kept in mind players mentioned during interviews and named to the official first- and second team all-star squads. Hebenton, McLeod and former Jets WHA and NHL coach Tom McVie are three of his four right wingers. Bob Courcy was No.4. Winnipeg products Gord (Goal-A-Game) Fashoway and Bill Saunders made it on the left side along with MacFarland and Lou Jankowski. Joining Fielder, Jones and Maloney at centre is Norm Johnson. The eight blueliners are Madigan, Larry Cahan, John Hanna, Ron Matthews, Art Michaluk, Gord Sinclair (no one should mistake him for the Winnipeg Free Press columnist), and the Hucul brothers, Fred and Sandy. The two goaltenders are Lucien Deschene and Don Head. Hal Laycoe and Bud Poile were Stott’s choices to coach this squad. Their biggest problem would have been finding enough ice time for everyone.

When the Manitoba Hockey Hall of Fame selection committee is making its team picks for this fall’s induction ceremony, let’s hope the Winnipeg Warriors of 1955-56 finally are recognized.
