FIRST HOCKEY IN MANITOBA

By Ed Sweeney – Hockey Historian

The first hockey practice in Manitoba was held January 31, 1890 on the Austin Rink in Winnipeg.  This rink was situated on Main Street, close to the Assiniboine River and the sides were built up with ice blocks cut from the river.  On March 22, 1890, the following players took part in a game on the same rink:  F, Ashe, W. Turner, A. Howard, J. R. Waghorn, F. Beckett, B. E. Chaffey, H. Beckett, W. Thompson, H. D. Tulloch, C. Dennison, R. Girdlestone and H. Drayton.
The following winter, December 20, 1890, the Vics and the Winnipegs played a game.  The teams lined up as follows:  
Vics – W. H. Thompson, T. A. Howard, J. McCulloch, J. Armytage, C. H. Merritt, F. Higginbottom, A. Norquay.

Winnipegs  –  A. B. Clarke, F. L. Patton, Dennison, McDonald, H. Beckett, J. R. Waghorn.

A gentleman by the name of F. W. Heubach was the referee.
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Some Facts in Manitoba’s Hockey Development:

1. The Manitoba Northwest Hockey League was formed in 1892 and the McIntyre rink opened for hockey in 1892,

2. The Vics won the Manitoba Championship in 1893 and 1894.

3. In 1893, an All-Star team journeyed East and won 9 of 11 games played there.

4. In 1896, the Victorias won the Stanley Cup in the East.

5. It is interesting to note that a Mr. P. A. MacDonald is credited with bringing the first hockey stick to Manitoba.
